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Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


George E. Prentice house (The Ledges), 845 
Worthington Ridge, c11930. This is an unusually large 
colonial revivial dwelling. Prentice was an English 
immigrant trained in the New Britain hardware 
industry. He subsequently founded the Prentice 
Manufacturing Company in 1912 to make metal 
fasteners and zippers. The Prentice Zipper plant at 
319 New Britain Avenue, Kensington employed 200 
people in the late 1920s. That factory was converted 
to condominiums now known as Prentice Place. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Known as “The Ledges,” the Colonial Revival house was built 
circa 1930 for George E. Prentice. An immigrant from England, 
Prentice trained in the New Britain hardware industry. In 1912 he 
founded the Prentice Manufacturing Company, which 

produced metal fasteners. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 195 
1930 George E. Prentice current owner: William & Charlotte Kilpatrick 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 


1920 current owner: Lin Jian & Chen So Kim 


Genealogy 


George Prentice (1868-1943) born in England and immigrated 
1871. He married Edith Chaloner (1875-1953). They had 
children: Edith, Mildred, and Leonora. Trustee of Berlin Savings Bank, 1922 - 1945, Vice President 1931 - 
1943. They are buried in Maple Cemetery. 


GEORGE E. PRENTICE 


Backyard before Berlin Turnpike bisected the backyard. 


M. Jacobs owned the property before Prentiss bought it and built “The Ledges” in its place. 


Jacobs was a brick manufacturer. 


Marcus Eugene Jacobs was born in June 1838 in North Haven, son of 
Washington Jacobs and Mary Ann Mansfield. He married Sarah (1841- 
1875) and had a child: Delphine. He remarried to Mary Palmer in 1878. 
By 1900 they lived in Berlin. They had children: Clara (1871-) and Vivian 
(1886-). He was a brick manufacturer. He died in 1917 and was buried in 
the New Center Cemetery in North Haven with his first wife. Mary died in 
1920. 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 
Across from Second Worthington Academy in Worthington Ridge Local 
Historic District 


17, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


The George E. Prentice house is a large Colonial Revival dwelling with 
brick walls laid up in Flemighpbond with occasional burnt stretchers 
and headers. The central entry is set off in a two-and-one-half 

story gabled pavillion. The double .paneled entry doors are topped 

by a semi-elliptical fanlight, protected by a gabled hood with open 
pediment on large consoles, and flanked by narrow elliptical windows 
with one long axis vertical. The entry's consoles feature raised 
bosses and dentils. Above the entry is a palladian-style window 
arrangement with a central stucco panel and a sunburst design below 
the molded keyblock surround. There is a smallyocular window above 
this. On the main walls of the facade, windows are flat-arched 

with brick sills and splayed brick lintels with keystones; they are 
fitted with 6-over-six sash. The main roof and that of the (continued) 


BUILDER 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI CTURAL IMPOR NCE 


Historically, this building is significant as the home of George E, 
Prentice, an English immigrant trained in the New Britain hardware 
industry who founded the Prentice Manufacturing Company in 1912 to 
make metal specialties and fasteners. The Prentice Zipper Plant on 
New Britain Avenue (still extant, but vacant) employed about 200 peo- 
ple in the late 1920s, making Prentice one of Berlin's leading 
manufacturers. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


The Prentice House is architecturally significant as an unusually 
large and well-preserved example of the Eclectic Colonial Revival 
style. The strict bilateral symmetry, the palladian window, and the 
side porches suggesting dependencies are all meant to recall the 
formal architecture of the Georgian era, one of a number of styles 
revived by the eclectic architects of the early 20th century. 


Burpee 1928, p. 881-2 
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George E. Prentice House 


17. (continued): 


entry pavillion both feature a dentil course, mutules, and a 
partial return of the molded cornice. Four gabled dormers are 
arranged symmetrically on the roof. The left and right elevations 
have one story porches with denticulate cornices. 


